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Zoning law battle nears end

200 LOUCKS AVENUE, LOS ALTOS
3 BED, 1.5 BATH UPDATED HOME
Walk or ride to Top Los Altos Schools

For Info, call Bob Leong • 408.835.1557 • www.bobleong.com
Venture West Properties

No fee consignment program.
We’ll sell your BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche, Ferrari,
Jaguar, Lamborghini or other European car.

A two-year battle will come to an end today
when the Mountain View City Council takes
up a law regulating historic buildings. Council
members on both sides of the proposal agree
that after an “extensive, overwhelming
process” the key decisions have been made.
Asked if the process was over, Councilmember Greg Perry replied, “I hope so.
This is the best solution we can find.”
Councilmember Rosemary Stasek agrees
that today will be the final meeting “after two
years of study,” even if she won’t vote for the
measure. Mayor Matt Pear uses words like
“arduous,” “extensive,” and “overwhelming”
to describe the two-year effort, but believes
that the time allowed a community and council consensus to develop.
Two measures will be considered at the
meeting. The first will offer financial and zoning incentives to persuade owners of historic
buildings to place their properties on a register of historic buildings. The second changes
the requirements for a neighborhood to define
overlay zoning rules to restrict development
of historic properties. Two-thirds of the own-

ers must approve the zoning change.
In April of 2002 the city adopted an
urgency ordinance prohibiting modifications
of 94 buildings placed on a temporary register
of historic structures. In the words of the original ordinance, the council’s objectives were
“to safeguard the heritage of the city”,
“strengthen civic pride,” and “promote the
conservation, preservation and protection…
of historical resources.” That law has since
expired, leaving owners free to demolish or
modify their buildings.
Over a number of council study sessions,
the consensus developed to make the ordinance voluntary, and create incentives to persuade, rather than force, owners to keep the
historic character of Mountain Views historic
buildings. For owners willing to restrict altering their property, law will offer lowered
property taxes, relaxed zoning restrictions,
and a special loan fund for historic building
rehabilitation.
Stasek doesn’t support the final result, and
said she will vote against it.
“A voluntary ordinance will not do anything,” said Stasek. She believes that the
incentives outlined will not be effective.
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Michael Martello, cleared of ethics violations in a report issued last week, knows the
city’s ethics rules very well.
“It’s been an interesting process. When I
helped invent the ethics process I never expected to be the first to go through,” said Martello.
He said the final report had “nothing surprising.”
Mountain Views ethics program has served
as a model throughout the state. The League

of California Cities holds it up as an example,
one of 12 cities that are in the “Ethics Code
Hall of Fame” on the League’s Web site.
“Mountain View has held a higher standard,
not just what the law requires,” says JoAnne
Speers, Executive Director of the Institute for
Self Government, part of the League. Of 478
California city’s, only 12 have adopted a “values oriented” ethics code that the League recommends, and Mountain View was one of the
first, according to Speers.

Eliminate the worry, inconvenience, and security
concerns of making appointments, handling financial
arrangements, and showing your own car. We will
prepare, stock and market your European car, and you
will probably get more money through our program
than you can get selling the car on your own.
• Beautiful 15 million dollar Lamborghini showroom and
facility in Palo Alto provides an ideal environment to show
and sell your car.
• Ready-made customer base – we have customers waiting to
buy high end European cars like yours.
• Body Shop, Service and Parts departments ensure your car is
smogged, safety-inspected and ready to sell.
• Finance and Insurance department simplifies the
selling/buying process.
• Ability to take trades from customers who want to buy your
car greatly improves the potential to sell you car.
• 35 years experience in selling and maintaining highline
European cars.
• One-time cost of $300 to professionally detail; photograph
for Internet advertising, smog, and safety inspect your car.
• Stop by to meet our specially trained staff and take a look at
the most beautiful pre-owned inventory in Northern
California.
• Open 7-days/week and holidays to show your car.
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