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live above a beauty parlor in Kabul, wath 52 birds, two Kabul is a long way from Mountain View, California, a high-

puppics, and a dancing plumber. In Alghanistan, sa- tech town of 75,000 in the middle of Silicon Valley where I'spent

lons have a troubled reputation. They were closed cight years on the city council, two of them as vice mayor and

down by the Taliban in the mid-1990s, accused of be- mavor, before moving here. | began to learn about Afghanistan ;

ing fronts tor prostitution, (Actually, that's the Chi- and meet some of its former citizens when the glare ol interna- E

nese restavrants, There are about three dozen m town, tional attention descended on them immediately aller Septem- §!

and only two serve food.) Which means that my ¢ir- ber 11, The San Francisco Bay area has the largest Afghan 73

cumstances are the social equivalent of hving upstairs community in the country--refugees who escaped the Soviet in- :i
from a brothel. As it happens, the company is just as entertain- vasion in the ¢arly 1980s--but they had always been low-profike 5
ing, but the customers don’t keep you up all night. and self-contained, and they were quite unused — up froni =136 :
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